Dear Pvt. Treptow
By Kevin Decker

Dear Pvt. Treptow,

	Since you were killed in the “War to end all wars” here have been many more wars fought for various reasons.  World War II was fought with petroleum, by petroleum and for petroleum
	Where gasoline and diesel fuel were by-products from the production of 100% high octane aviation fuel for aircraft engines, that were proven to dominate the battlefield on both land and at sea in World War I and World War II.  In late 1870’s, gasoline was a worthless by-product from the distillation of kerosene until the internal combustion engine for automobiles was developed, gasoline was worthless and considered too dangerous for useful purposes, such as lamp oil or “kerosene”.  Rudolph Diesel designed his diesel motors to run on peanut oil and I 1913 he was murdered.  A worthless by-product from the production of gasoline was named “diesel fuel.”
	Between World War I and World War II, Henry Ford designed his diesel motors to run on hemp oil and in 1937, hemp was made illegal.  After WWII there was an acute shortage of rubber for tires for trucks and automobiles.  The American people were told that there was a shortage fo gasoline in order to keep people from driving too much, which in turn reduced the need for tires.
	The Vietnam War was over rubber tree plantations in the Golden Triangle of Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam, where rubber trees grow in abundance.
	Agent Orange was developed as a herbicide defoliant in order to destroy the enemy’s rubber tree plants.
	For the last 100 years petroleum powered engines have become the greatest contribution to the harmful gases that are destroying our planet’s atmosphere, while causing irreparable harm to our environment.
	Biodiesel offers a safe alternative that will not destroy the environment if accidentally spilled and can be harvested form a variety of plants that can be grown by farmers who would receive an income form their crops, such as peanut oil, hemp oil, coconut oil sunflower oil canola oil and various citrus oils, to name a few.
	Before the OPEC oil embargo of 1973, diesel fuel was one half the price of gasoline.  By the time those Arabs got thru with that peanut farmer, Jimmy Carter, diesel fuel was the same price as gasoline.
	And now that diesel fuel is a dollar more than the price of gasoline.  I would like to suggest that the United States of America declare independence from foreign oil and start growing our own diesel fuel before the price of doing business as a farmer is so high that the farmers will have to go back to plowing and planting with a mule, and harvesting by hand.
	
