“Why Not Speak of Love Instead?”
By Heather Smoot
Written 2/2/2026

Racism rears its ugly head
when someone dares speak out.
Why not speak of love instead?

Hatred, like a virus, is spread
when slurs are tossed about.
Then racism rears its ugly head.

The cloak of equality is shed
when names come out the mouth.
Why not speak of love instead?

Disparaging words fill me with dread
when cruelty is spread without doubt.
Again, racism rears its ugly head.

Innocent minds are sorely misled
when negativity must spout;
why not speak of love instead?

When those in leadership are led
to use racial stereotypes out loud,
racism rears its ugly head.
Why not speak of love instead?
