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“Missed Opportunities” 
Every human being is given  opportunities in life to grow, to prosper to fulfill their destiny, their purpose as designed by their Creator.  Opportunities are favorable sets of circumstances, a good chance given to us to glean and use to help us succeed in life and to produce good for others. Seizing each moment that we have been given is critical and crucial to our success and fulfillment in life and to those that are counting on us to be our best in what we are called to do and be.
What if Thomas Edison, inventor of the light bulb,  missed his opportunity to develop a lightbulb after trying many times as outlined in his famous quote, "I have not failed. I've just found 10,000 ways that won't work".  Eventually, Thomas Edison and his team came up with an answer, and because of him, pressing into an opportunity even after many failures and trials,  we have the lightbulb today.   Edison stated that, "Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work."  An opportunity may only come once in a life time in some areas. And other areas they may come several times.  But opportunities do not last forever, because we do not last forever, as opportunities can have an expiration date, so do we.
Steve Jobs the co-founder of Apple, adopted at birth, left college before completing a year, would not allow anything to get in his way of his passion to create, make something better and eventually came up with many great computer designs and products. He pursued and took advantage of the opportunities he was given even as he worked at Atari in his youth as a game designer  because his passion to create with purpose was great and he took advantage of the opportunities he was presented with.
Then there is Phil Knight, US Army Veteran, as Co-Founder and former Chairman of Nike Incorporated. took the opportunity to expand his depth after leaving the military. Knight was driven and took advantage of opportunities that were given him even in his early years, resulting in him earning a business degree (B.B.A.) in 1959 in just three years. That same year, Knight also received his Army Reserve Commission and was a Distinguished Military Graduate. He is a billionaire now who transformed a $500 import business into the world's largest athletic apparel company.  
Dave Liniger, the co-founder of REMAX, an Air Force Veteran,  that stated that, “The military, allowed me the opportunity to grow up.” REMAX is an international real estate  franchise operating in over 100 countries and territories. 

 Yet, the greatest person that took advantage of every opportunity provided to him by the Creator was Jesus. We have an example of this when Jesus was dying, He said, “it is finished.” He fulfilled every responsibility assigned to him.
Will these be our lasting words, “It is finished” and will we fulfill all of our responsibilities with the abilities that we have been given, or will we leave this life with many unfulfilled dreams, abilities, talents and gifts within us, making the grave rich, and having a list of missed opportunities?  
We have looked at people that have used opportunities for their advantage and have contributed greatly to different ages and times in society. The names mentioned above not only took advantage of opportunities, but they created and developed opportunities for others.
However, this is not everyone, and perhaps may not be the majority. All opportunities are not large and noticeable from the neon signs, the media or from our door post, but some are  invisible, but have some of the greatest impacts.

The opportunity to give a smile to someone who is struggling and do not know whether they have anything to give and may be considering giving up on life. Did this opportunity pass us by?
What about the opportunity to say that I love you to those that are around us and are close to us, someone that is waiting to hear it, not through a gift that is given, but from the lips of a friend, a companion, a family member or a military battle buddy. What about the opportunity to say forgive me, even when both have said things that were hurtful, or will we wait until we can no longer say it, because the person has died and there is no forgiveness in the grave.
What about the opportunity to be courageous and supportive when others have run away because they do not want to be associated with the person because they are concerned with their reputation; Jesus said, “Will you leave me also”, when it is not popular or convenient.  
When we miss opportunities that are given to us by our Creator, everyone is affected… our families, friends, our neighborhoods, our communities, our nation.  What opportunities have we missed that could have helped our families, our communities, our nation and those whom we love? When we leave this earth, we have no more opportunities to share our love, our joy, our appreciation, and no more opportunities to overcome our regrets and to contribute to our families, to our personal lives or to be our best.  Will our time in this world be marked by accomplishments that create a lasting impact, or will we depart with unrealized ambitions and dreams, leaving potential behind? It is called potential because it is not a guarantee, it is up to us.
Judas had an opportunity to be an apostle, but he chose a different path. Judas took his potential, that Jesus gave him, and took his talents to the grave; he made the grave rich. Yet, he made earth poor because he did not use what he was given to benefit from what he was called to do on earth. Some opportunities have passed us by after screaming for many years, here am I, and now we are left with a few, what will we do with what is left? When we die, there is no more time to say I love you, no more time to spend with our friends, or our families, it is too late. Our bodies go back to the dust from whence it came from. 
 Some opportunities have expiration dates.  Am I giving up an opportunity to grow and to be stretched because I prefer comfort over growth? How we use these opportunities and develop them are left up to us.  If we see opportunity as a right and not a blessing or an act of God's grace, we have missed it.  Opportunities are given by God, and should be received, they are not deserved.
One day, we will give an account of what has been given to us.  Just as we have use or lose leave or vacation days, we have use or lose opportunities; don’t miss any opportunity, use them for the Glory of God. Every missed opportunity will cost something.

