Gone before his time, KIA or MIA?
By John Connolly
This writing is not about my Service time It's about a soldier that never came home, and I won't let his memory fade, even if all his family is gone. PFC George Fulkerson was with the 57th combat Engineers on the island of Guadalcanal. On December 21 st 1942, PFC Fulkerson and 5 others, removed some 255 enemy land mines form the new roadway to get top Mt Austen. Mt Austen was the Japanese soldier's last stand.
After his mission to open the roadway and remove landmines. Somehow either a sniper according to his fellow soldiers that witness the event, shot into the vehicle or the vehicle struck another land mine. At first the Military stated it was an unfortunate accident, not a KIA. However, my research into his story revealed a lot.
The story of his action and those of his buddies was written in a book. United Stated Army in World War ll. The Technical Services: [image: ] Karl Dod. Page 208-209.
[image: ]While attempting to build a road free of mines the engineers came under heavy fire stopping several times to take cover. PFC Fulkerson and 5 others were killed. Blown up and buried in a mass grave on Guadalcanal until the US Army could remove them in 1950. 8 years later they removed the bodies to Hawaii then reburied them at the national Cemetery in Chattanooga Tennessee. The US ARMY told his mother the casket was empty his body was never positively Identified.
During my research and request for documents from the DOD, I discovered from recently unclassified documents that there are a set of remains identified only as #293 in this mass grave not identified. If those aren't his then his is still on the Island and his should have been classified as MIA. I have since donated my DNA.
PFC Fulkerson was award only two medals Posthumously, a Purple Heart and Legion of Merit. I was upset and pushed the US Army to review his case in which they did and awarded his 6 more ribbons and medals. A Street was named after him in Cambridge Ma his hometown.
With more research and reading documents I discovered that PFC Fulkerson has cash in a saving account totaling $435.00 that the Army never gave his beneficiary his mother. She did receive regular monthly payments of $5.30 cents for about 25 years. So, I attempted to retrieve the funds to donate to either the Tunnel to Towers or the Wounded warriors. The US Army Stated "NO" sorry there was a time limited of 6 years. It's been 83 years since his death. Well, the family never new and I was not born yet.
PFC Fulkerson will not be forgotten, it is my pledge to continue until he is identified even if it means I must go to Guadalcanal, to help with the digging. I want to bring him home to bury him near his parents. If his remains are not recovered during my time on earth I will appoints another family member to finish the task.
PFC Fulkerson never got the chance to marry, have children, or know what it felt to be loved.
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