Salute to the Warriors
By Art Ball

Our flag is depicted in so many places:
On buildings, vans, trucks and cars.
Do you stop to think of those faces
That have seen battle’s hell or bear war’s deepest scars
Oh, how great a price has been paid.
To gain the freedoms we have today!
Yet because of political deals made
We seem inclined to throw them away.
Brave warriors would turn over in their grave
If they should view our society today.
I’m sure they would wonder if anything can save
Their beloved U.S. of A!
They were willing to pay the ultimate price
Because they were consumed by a notion
That no good thing is won without sacrifice,
Loyalty, valor, and devotion.
Lives just barely begun, that were cut down in their prime
To provide a better life for me and you.
And the last vision of many, when it came their time
Was our flag’s red, white and blue.
As we pause to remember this last day of may
And think of those gone before us,
We’ll wipe the tears from our eyes, stand tall and say
(our many voices forming one chorus)
“Thanks to all those who have gone off to fight
Especially to those who gave their all.
We salute you for standing for that which is right
And we honor those who did fall.”
But, as wonderful as this nation may be,
(I think it is the greatest on earth!)
There’s another Kingdom of importance to me
And it has much greater worth!
This kingdom too, was bought with a price
And this was Royal Blood that was shed!
The king asked His Son to make this sacrifice
Then He raised Him from the dead.
Down through the centuries men have suffered and died
Simply for believing the Son’s Word.
He spoke with authority that can’t be denied.
Describing what he had seen and heard.
From a band of twelve this army has grown
And reached people from every nation
Hearts have been prepared and seeds have been sown
Yielding a crop of many salvations
As in any war, there is great opposition
To the efforts of evangelists, pastors and such.
Causing many to give their lives for this mission
Though they’ve been blessed by the Master’s Touch!
And even when there has been no blood spilled
There are spiritual battles within;
Many warriors’ spirits have been killed.
Because they weren’t prepared to win!
Still today men and women go forth to serve their Lord
And daily the skirmishes rage
We’ve read the outcome (written in God’s Word!)
He promises victory at the end of this age!
Once more, we thank Him for all He has done
And we recall our brothers who have gone before
Who have bravely stood and seen victories won.
Even though it was Jesus who has won the war!
“Thanks to all those who have gone off to fight
Especially t those who gave their all
We salute you for standing for that which is right
And we honor those who did fall.”

