We All Came
By Minnie Shipps
(pseudonym for Horace Benson Hatcher)

Purpose:  the provoke thought and to create intelligent dialogue, as well as to educate and entertain.

On America’s 250th anniversary and the 80th birthday of Veterans’ Voices, Horace Benson Hatcher, graphic novelist, poet and documentary film maker created a cotton-picken history entitled “We All Came.”

Horace has temporarily used the pseudonym, Minnie Shipps, while cleverly describing the varied voyages of how so many came to America by many ships, especially the voyages of African Americans.

La Nina was one of the three Spanish ships used by Spanish explorer Christopher Columbus in the first voyage to the West Indies in 1492.  As was tradition for Spanish ships of the day, she bore a female saint’s name, Santa Clara.

La Pina was the fastest of the three Spanish ships used by Christopher Copumbus in 1492l

Santa Maria, wit 3 masts, she was slowest of the 3 vessels, but performed well in the Atlantic Ocean.  The Santa Marial carried several anchors, possibly six.  The Santa Maria is one of the most famous ships of mankind.  On October 12th in 1492, led by Christopher Coumbus, it played the main role in one of the most important historic landmarks:  the discovery of America, the encounter between two worlds that changed the future of universal history.

Many others began to arrive in America by MANY SHIPS after Columbus expeditions, other Spanish conquistadors were sent to explore and conquer the lands of North America.

Eventually the R43nch, English, Dutch and Russians all established colonies in North America.  The Spanish established their first North American colony in 1565, which was St. Augustine.

The original Susan Constant, Godspeed and Discovery set sail from London on December 20, 1606, bound for Virginia.

Many others began to arrive in America by many other ships…European colonization of the Americas (1492-1800’s) was transformative, violent process were European nations primarily Spain, Portugal, Britain, France and the Netherlands conquered indigenous territories to exploit resources and establish colonies.  Driven by gold, “God and Glory” motivations, it led to the eradication of indigenous cultures, widespread genocide via disease, forced labor systems and the transatlantic slave trade.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade

Between 1501 and 1867, nearly 13 million African people wee kidnapped, forced into European and American ships, and trafficked across the Atlantic Ocean to be enslaved, abused and forever separated from their home, families, ancestors and cultures.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade had its beginning in the middle of the fifteenth century when Portuguese ships sailed down the west African coast.  The intention was to trade for gold and spices, but the voyages found another even more valuable commodity-human beings.

Yes, we all once upon a time came by many ships by sea and still, we come today, on America’s 250th anniversary.  A birthday worth of a red-carpet celebration regardless of prose and manuscripts.  Once upon a time in spite of it all, we all still come/came by Minnie ships.
