Why is American Legion Good for America
By Jeffery Shockley

As an older adult today, I can remember as a child seeing my great Uncle Raymond, my maternal grandmother's brother wearing his military uniform. The pride in it was so strong it made me want to go into the military.
I mention this trip through memory lane because the American Legion played a major role in our community because it gave the old soldiers a gathering spot; it was a place that supported the community by sponsoring our Boy Scouts Troop and I can remember the Friday Fish Fries. This was just some of the things the local American Legion Post did to support anyone who wanted to be involved in positive lifestyles.
[image: ][image: ]The American Legion is good for America because it honors those who have fought in the various military branches across the world, Men and women who have sacrificed so much in honor and pride. Willing to serve others, uplift and support each other through so very difficult times, Their memories of tragedy and loss far outweighs anything my young life has ever experienced. In the words of the National Commander, Vincent J, Troiola, 'The American Legion's common denominator is the bond we share through service in the U.S. Armed Forces. "
I would like to say that the care and concern of the American Legion does not stop or remain limited to those who 've served. By their example of humanity and pride collectively and individually, each member does impact another and gives hope that in whatever situation I may find myself in there is another who cares that I exist.
As we go through the difficult times of today, politically, spiritually, and financially, America is exceptional in its capacity for self-criticism which leads [image: ]to self—correction. Time has demonstrated that we are losing the younger generations at an alarming rate.  The American Legion reaches out to give hope and pride to those young enough to make a difference in their lives and thus impact positively the community, The many older men and women that tell stories of heroism, facing unparalleled odds that had me sitting wide—eyed and hanging on every word. Learning about a history not found in any school book,
If we fail to remember our history, those who have fought for and protected the freedoms we too often exploit or feel entitled tot we disgrace the legacies and traditions of the many who make up the American Legion- The American Legion works to keep our history alive and relevant, instilling pride in who we can be no matter what we have come through and that is why The American Legion is good for America-
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