“The Red Buddy Poppy”
By Jason Kirk Bartley
One day I went to venture into a store,
‘till I reached by the front doors.
Outside there were veterans selling red buddy poppies for a dollar donation,
For sacrifices of blood that had secured our nation.
I could think of several in my family,
Grandpa and Uncle Ted,
They had honorably given their lives for the country and now they are dead.
But their memories live on in our hearts and in our minds,
With the purchase of each red buddy poppy. 
It symbolizes what they had left behind.
A red buddy poppy is a symbol of the blood they gave,
for our nation to be safe.
And I purchase each red buddy poppy in remembrance of them.
God gives and God takes away.
But without our military who’d secure our nation for another day?
Brave men and women forfeit their lives,
And they still live on in each red buddy poppy,
and in our eyes.
Each  dollar given and each dollar saved represents someone who fought for our country and are now in the grave,
to support each active-duty member, veterans and families we give,
so they can adjust and comfortably still live.




