Life of Service: An Introspection

A relatively poor boy, the youngest of three,
Raised as an only child, his sisters older than he.
As a Scout and in JROTC, he learned to observe
And throughout the community he learned to serve.
He married young, and they both wanted more,
So he joined the Army to see what life had in store.
Lucky to travel Germany in their youth and prime,
He and his wife adjusted, learning Army ways in time.
Evil raised its head in a middle Eastern land,
Leaving his young wife alone to take a stand.
While he and his Dragoon team walked on foreign sand,
His wife went home, brave and strong and grand.
It took just months to kick Saddam from Kuwait's gate,
And the life of service began in earnest, first-rate.
He and his wife and families left behind would celebrate,
Finding elaborate ways to mark this joyous date.
He only wanted to serve to earn the GI Bill,
But time moves fast when you have Army slots to fill.
His family grew by four, and mom made seven in all,
They moved to Alaska, answering duty's call.
He volunteered to go back to the middle Eastern land,
Then his huge family packed for the tropical island sand.
His senior role wasn't easy, the pressure would increase,
But raising a growing family allowed him little peace.
After making CW4, he thought it time to make the call,
They chose Fort Rucker as their home after all.
But the Army had one final honor to bestow with pride,
Sending their unicorn CW5 to DC to serve nationwide.
After all was done, the kids went their own way,
His mom even passed to heaven one sad day.
Thirty years of service, the final three in reflection at home,
About a life protecting the Nation wherever he would roam.
His work continues now as an Army Civilian,
His wife supports his choice and his decision.
His youngest will graduate, one among the billion,
Protected by the service of only a few million.
While he has many tales, this reflects just one connection,
Among the many memories in his collection.
Many other things still haunt his recollection,
But brothers and sisters in arms inspire this introspection.
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