“First They Came” by Pastor Martin Niemöller 
(with Post-Modern Editorializing by Mel Brinkley)
First they came for the brown people 
And I did not speak out loud enough
Because I am not a brown person
Then they came for the people with green cards
And I did not speak out loud enough
Because I was not a person with a green card
Then they came for the Communists
And I did not speak out loud enough
Because I was not a Communist
Then they came for the Socialists
And I did not speak out loud enough
Because I was not a Socialist
Then they came for the Muslims
And I did not speak out loud enough
Because I was not a Muslim
Then they came for the people from $#!+ hole countries
And I did not speak out loud enough
Because I was not from a $#!+ hole country
Then they came for the people who identify as non-binary
And I stood with them because they are my friends
But the authoritarians had the military on their side
And what did I have — my retired military identification card?
Then they came for those who are pro-choice
And I had a gun put in my face and was arrested by other “Christians” who add a few more adjectives like white and nationalist to their monikers
Now, it’s too late for me because there was no one left who could advocate for me





