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A story told by a Dakota drum maker how life on the Great Plains of painted skies and sweet grass where the Dakota Sioux lived their lives and the great cottonwood trees grew.  As Sonja Holy Eagle tells of the making of the frum comes from a whole cottonwood tree trunk they have cleaned out and let dry while readying the deer skins to be pulled over it and attached with sinew.  It is then painted with paint which comes from crushed rock and boiled in water with leaves, tails and cactus juice to make the paint.  The paintings on the drums will tell the story of their time of rainbows in the sky of good times and bad that they lived in.  then she went on with the making of the drum.  The sticks that the men hold in their hands were made of chokecherry sticks with the ends wrapped in deer skin stuffed with buffalo hair and wrapped with sinew.  It is said that the beat of the drum is the heart of the people and is worth of respect to all that come near to hear the sound of the drum.

It’s said that the making of the drum comes in a dream and all good things come from above said Floyd Hand of the Oglala Sioux tribe the story tells us as a spiritual interpreter.  He tells also of the Red Road which is our life journey as well as a story of the 7 Stars of Life and of the buffalo moon which s another story to  be told by a wise man of many nations. 
