A Ribbon I’ll Never Wear
By Carl Palmer

I retired with nine ribbons on my uniform, mainly auto-awards for time on-the-job, issued to all military members, like the Good Conduct Medal every three years and the National Defense Service Medal aft Basic Training Boot Camp. ~Participation Awards~
I was never in a combat zone or ever in the line of danger, so no hero awards or Purple Hearts on my chest.
An Overseas Service Medal and two Unit Citation Ribbons were given to me and everyone else stationed in Korea. After completing several of the many classes and schools attended during my tenure, I received several Army Achievement and NCO Professional Development Medals.
Scattered throughout were a couple Army Commendations and the Meritorious Service Medal, Good Guy Trophies.
But my favorite award was the Air Force Commendation Award, a ribbon I’ll never wear.
During a mission with a McChord Air Force Communications unit at Camp Rilea Armed Forces Training Center in Warrenton, Oregon, I was tasked by their commander through my commander to come out and help troubleshoot an issue they were having on equipment I was familiar with, similar to what the HAWK missile system utilizes.
They had taken two Integrated Communication and Control Units (ICC vans) to the field.  One was non operational before they left the AF base, hoping to fix it, but then finding the other not working after getting there. ~Embarrssisng.
After the Dog and Pony Show of the Army showing up, I married up with the AF tech, clearing everyone from the ICC.
The first problem was easy peasy.  A safety interlock preventing the console from powering up had jostled loose and opened during transport.  A twist of the mounting screw, RTS-Returned to Service.
The second van was a challenge.  The floor and shelves were littered with chassis and modules removed from the ICC equipment.  Rather than plug each box back into its slot, we switched them out one at a time into the operational van, identifying several bad components.  Reversing the process, we put all the known good part into the second van bringing it back up on line.
Contacting the depot, receiving the parts we needed, RTS-Returned to Service.
You may only wear award, decorations and badges from another US military service listed in your Army personnel record, your DD-214 received upon discharge.  Secondly, you don’t wear two awards for the same action or qualification.
Weeks before retirement, I received my honorary award of the Air Force Commendation Medal.  A ribbon I’ll never wear.



