 
  When Silence Became Louder
I used to whisper to keep the peace
Fold my edges to fit your space
But it felt more like disappearing
Each time I spoke,
Our silence roared louder
Drowning out my voice
Until it I forgot its sound
Respect is not a gift to be 
Begged for,
And love is not supposed to hurt
In quiet invisible ways
So here I stand,
Not softer, not smaller---
But certain
You can keep the echoes
Of the woman who agreed too much
I’m walking toward the place 
Where my voice can finally breathe

