Links in A Chain

The land, the trees, and the water
we take until there’s nothing left.
Man’s lust and greed grow without
thought of his impact on nature.

The animals, the birds, and the fish
we displace heedless of the numbers.
Decimating populations in our egotism
without regard to their impact on us.

The threatened, vulnerable, endangered
are labels we tag the plants and animals
we are driving to extinction with our
need to take more than is necessary.

The destruction, the razing, mutilation,
of their natural habitat and ecosystems
is tied to their demise as one by one
they vanish from the land and oceans.

Every living creature has a certain place
in the natural world like links in a chain.
When one breaks, the chain is weakened
until no longer capable of binding us as one.

The downfall of our human species is tied
to the vanishing environments of nature.
Their loss echoes across our concrete jungles
as we continue our arrogant need for progress.

