

                                                  Freedom is not Free

As we celebrate 250 years of our nation signing of the Declaration of Independence, we must overwhelmingly thank and graciously honor the collective sacrifices of all who stood gallantly in the face of danger to bring us our freedom and independence today.

Their sacrifices and relentless determination to oppose aggression of all kinds are indicative of their bravery, courage, and are permanently rooted in the hearts and minds of all Americans.

It is inherently true that the cost for the freedom and liberty of our country are possible and sustained through the ultimate sacrifices of our brave military personnel. They stand poised and ready to defend this nation, and to ensure that all of America citizens’ freedom prevails. For they are the first line of defense and the protectors of this country.

The call to duty can be silent to many, but heard loudly by the few, whose purpose is to serve this great nation, and to extend compassion to other nations that are prone to injustice, and the denial of their basic human rights- which is freedom.

Throughout our history brave soldiers have answered the call to defend this nation from all aggression. Their unselfish sacrifice of foregoing their life is a testament to their unquestionable sense of honor, duty, commitment, and an unwavering unselfishness on their part. Their collective commitment stands as a prelude for all Americans to appreciate and enjoy the freedom to live and choose their own path.

Although we enjoy freedom now, we must not lose sight that our freedom is not guaranteed. It requires constant vigilance, foresight, and engagement from all Americans, and of course from the support and action of our military and other support forces.   

For some Americans, it may be difficult to imagine your life without freedom, rights, and the privilege to choose. However, it necessitates that our nation ensure that our protectors feel, believe and hope that they will always be welcome into the arms and hearts of this nation after they have sacrifice all of their total self to thwart an aggressor that is threatening our freedom.

Simply put, freedom is not free, or an illusion, and above all, it should never, ever be taken for granted. Unfortunately, it requires in some instances the loss of lives, visible and /or invisible psychological wounds inflicted upon our soldiers that are returning back to their homes. Undoubtedly, these conflicts and outcomes of war reminds us that the cost of freedom leaves enduring scars forever.  

[bookmark: titleHeader]We must continue to stand united and together as a nation of and for all, gives thanks and prayers to those and their families, who has indubitably given the ultimate sacrifice, and extend our prayers and thanks to those that are currently serving.

As a veteran of the United States Army, I salute my brothers and sisters, who’s courage to serve this country continue to ensure that the protection and continuance of our life, liberty, and freedom, affords all Americans with the opportunity of choice, and the free will to choose their own uninhibited path of travel.



