Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God My Father
By Gene Groner

As a volunteer hospice chaplain, I had the privilege and honor of meeting with a lovely lady on a weekly basis during the last days of her life.  She wanted me to come and be with her as she celebrated her 92nd birthday.  Although she was unable to leave her bed due to her failing health condition, she nonetheless was of good cheer.  Her faith was an inspiration to me and to everyone at the nursing home where she was living out her remaining days.

During my visit with her, I offered a brief prayer of comfort, and the assurance tat the Lord would indeed by with her and provide for all her needs.  Before I left her room, she asked me if I would sing a hymn with her.  Her favorite hymn was Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God My Father.  I said that I would be honored to sing it with her, and that the hymn was one of my favorites, as well.  After we sang a few verses together, I looked into her eyes and told her that I could feel the presence of angels as we sang.  She smiled and said, “I could not only feel their presence, I could even see them.”  When we parted that day, we both had tears in our eyes.

No one knows just how long we will live on this earth.  Perhaps we will live to the ripe old age of 92, God willing.  But this much I do know, I will never forget that day in the nursing home as long as I live, no matter how long that might be.  I will always remember my friend and me singing together that beautiful hymn, Great is Thy Faithfulness, O God My Father.  I believe with all my heart that I will see her again one day in heaven above, and we will once again sing together that beautiful hymn in the presence of the holy angels.  What a day of rejoicing that will be.
