Climbing the Stairway to Heaven
By Loren Flaugh

	Tragically, there was absolutely nothing all those brave but fearful New York City firefighters could have possibly done on September 11, 2001, after the two hijacked passenger jets crashed high up into the upper floors of the tow World Trade Center buildings that would have prevented them from collapsing and killing nearly 3,000 people.
	Friday, September 11, 2026, will mark the 25th anniversary of a purely evil attack on ordinary people simply going about their daily tasks when the two large hijacked passenger jets careened into the two building’s exterior walls at high-speed causing the raging fires to erupt on several floors.  Looking back through our history, perhaps the only other event of a similar nature that might rival the 9/11 attacks for shock effect might be the December 7, 1941, Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.
	Those firefighters simply never could have extinguished those raging fires fast enough to prevent the tremendous heat from building up and weakening the giant vertical structural steel columns and horizontal girders.  Furthermore, the enormous mass of weight higher up above the two jet’s impact zones was constantly exerting downward pressure on the ever-weakening steel support structure creating yet another insurmountable debacle to overcome.
	Simply put, it was only a matter of time until the two 110-story buildings would collapse.  Once the doomed buildings did start collapsing, it seems like it was over in a mere 30 seconds killing 343 New York City firefighters and over 2,900 helpless victims in all at the World Trade Center 9/11 event.
	I still vividly recall exactly what I was doing early that dreadful day when I glanced at my TV set as I walked across our living room.  Unbeknownst to me was the fact that I didn’t happen to see the TV video that was shown minutes earlier of the large jets crashing into the building before I walked across the living room.  Consequently, why were the 110-story buildings burning at an elevation so high up above the city streets?  I was absolutely bewildered by this shocking scene on TV.
What One Firefighter Did to Save Lives

	There is one story from that fateful day in September of 2001 about a New 
York City firefighter’s individual heroism and resolve that I reflect on often.  I believe the firefighter’s name was Orio Palmer.
	Palmer may have been the very first firefighter to arrive at the North Tower shortly after the large hijacked passenger plane had crashed through the exterior wall.  Palmer rushed inside only to realize that none of the building’s elevators were working any longer.
	So, Palmer located a stairwell and began running up as many panicked building occupants were rushing down to flee the heavily damaged building.  Palmer actually made it up to the 78th floor impact zone near where the jets crashed through the exterior wall as fires raged everywhere.  Palmer carried a radio as he hurried up the 78 flights of stairs.
	Palmer began radioing the firefighting units that were arriving on the streets far below as he was directing them to the floors where they should start fighting the wide-spread fires caused largely by the explosive jet fuel that sprayed everywhere.  Palmer remained there as he kept directing the arriving numbers of firefighters.
	Even after all these many years later, the images, memories and the sight of what those two buildings looked like as they were collapsing still remains so vivid.

How Should the Event Be Eternally Remembered

	To commemorate this event in perpetuity, I’ve always wanted to see a company that specializes in ornamental steel design, fabrication and welding build a stainless-steel structure that replicates possibly five floors of a high-rise office building stairway that would mirror the stairwells in the World Trade Center towers before they collapsed during the dastardly terror attacks on September 11, 2001.

(Insert the included stairwell photo at this point in the text)

	Placed on the stairs would be statues resembling New York City firefighters lugging their gear while laboring up through the stairwell in a herculean effort to extinguish the raging fires.  Likenesses of building occupants could also be seen hurrying down the stairwells.  Saving as many of the building’s occupants as possible before the two doomed buildings were always destined to collapse was their other mission.
	I think so many of those brave New York City firefighters suspected, even before they started climbing those stairs on the very day they met their fate, that they were never going to live to see the end of the day and their families again.  From experience and training, they were probably aware that those two tall buildings were fated to collapse even as they rushed into the two Twin Towers and hurried for the bottom floor stairwells.
	All told, 343 New York City firefighters perished that day while rushing up those stairs carrying 70 pounds of gear in a vain attempt to rescue occupants from inside those doomed buildings.
	As for funding this potential remembrance project, perhaps whoever actually designs and constructs this free-standing stainless steel stairwell replication project could team up with an organization like the Tunnel to Towers Foundation and secure donations through solicitation from private individuals and generous charitable organizations.
	The wording I’d like to see on a plaque for this 9/11 memorial would be, “Climbing the Stairway to Heaven.”  In part, it originates from the 1970’s British music group, Led Zeppelin, who turned their work and talent into an idea for a memorial that could have so much greater meaning and impact than what Led Zeppelin could have ever possible imagined.  Whild frequently listening to their 1970’s hit song, “Stairway to Heaven,” and visualizing what those fearful firefighters faced early that morning is what caused this idea to finally emerge so many years after the the 9/11 event.
	So, more than anything, I sure want to see a team of structural steel engineers, fabricators and ornamental welders consider and begin turning this idea into a reality for the sake of all those heroic firefighters and building occupants who perished that fateful day 25 years ago, September 11, 2001.
	


