                                      Always a Veteran

Awakened by the sound of Reveille before the dawn of the morning sun, I stood at attention ready and willing to sacrifice my life for the honor, respect and freedom for my country and the world. This was the beginning of me becoming forever part of a new extended family that then and later would create a lifelong network of support, assistance and understanding.
 No longer was I a civilian with concerns about how my day would go, or what I was going to do that day. I was a soldier prepared to sacrifice my life so that other civilians would not have to make the same sacrifice. 
Even today after so many years, I still remember those days and nights without regrets. After all, the military provided me with the tools to accept and work through challenges. Furthermore, my experiences in the military prepared me for life by sacrificing my expectations and in working through those unexpected moments that life has to offer. 
There will be times when sacrifices will arise, and those sacrifices you believe in will be in the best interest of something far greater than yourself. Given your ability and your bond to your fellow soldier and country, you inherently have a greater responsibility to be depended upon. 
Eventually, you will become a survivalist, and there will come a time when your thought process supersedes you as a person and transforms you back into a soldier. Because of your understanding of commitment, diligence, and training, you will have the capacity to diffuse injurious situations. Whatever you have learned as a soldier will benefit you in the future.
There will be occasions when you will blend into the civilian world unnoticed as a veteran, and there will be times when people will recognize you as a veteran. 
More importantly, veterans do not be discouraged, or feel dejected when you feel invisible in the civilian world. Have the courage and pride to represent yourself and all the other veterans. Be proud to be a veteran and of your sacrifices and stand again at attention to defend our nation against all domestic and foreign aggression.
Because you are - the few and the proud.




