Thank You For Your Service!

On a warm, clear morning, I set out for my usual jog along the greenbelt by Jensen Grove Lake in Blackfoot, Idaho. I often run to burn calories and maintain my fitness, so this routine was nothing out of the ordinary. However, an unexpected moment in the parking lot after my jog truly caught me off guard.

As I was about to get into my car, another vehicle pulled up and parked nearby. It dawned on me later that the father and son must have noticed the veteran decals on my bumper—something I hadn’t even considered at the time. Curious about their sudden stop, I watched them closely.

The boy jumped out of the car and eagerly rushed over to me while his dad stayed behind. With a bright smile and confident posture, he gave me that Boy Scout look. Noticing my momentary surprise, he extended his hand and said, “Thank you for your service!”

Once I gathered my thoughts, I returned his warm smile and expressed my heartfelt gratitude. With a triumphant grin, the boy dashed back to the car, and they drove off.

What lasted barely half a minute left a lasting impression on me that I will never forget. It was clear that the boy's parents and teachers had instilled something remarkable in him. He stood out as a shining example for our country's youth.

Just as I had brightened his day, he had certainly brightened mine. Even if he didn’t know much about the Vietnam War, he took great pride in all our veterans. His confidence and American spirit filled me with hope for our nation’s future. That small act of kindness on a warm, sunny morning reinforced my belief that good deeds are everywhere and that unselfish service remains part of the American character.

