Wanted:  Dead and Alive
By Art Ball

In the wild early days of America’s west
Men’s normal attire included guns, chaps, spurs, hats and vests.
Usually the sheriff had posted on the front of his jail
Several Wanted Posters which proclaimed a sad tale.
For when a man shot another or robbed a bank or train
His picture was printed; just over his name.
Normally they told of a large, monetary reward;
And in large letters, were displayed the following words:
	“Wanted Dead or Alive”
God sends out His Wanted posters, too.
And the hombre He wants is me; and it’s you!
The reward money is already paid, and we’ll serve no time
For Jesus Christ has paid for our crime.
God wants us to come home, Dead and Alive!
Because mankind had no place in our heart for God.
We’ve all felt the effects of His chastening rod.
Once we believe, repent and turn our attitudes around
Peace, joy and righteousness will be abundantly found!
Should we persist in going our own way
That request will also be honored by God on Judgement Day.
Although folks say the Lord sends people to Hell,
While we’re here on earth, we get to make our choice
For eternal separation from God-or with Him to forever rejoice
God says that the day Christ was crucified
He considers that we died at His side!
But the Bible also says Jesus came to give us His life.
If we only accept that His payment was so we could end our strife
So, turn to Jesus, wherever you are!
(No need to wait for a man with a shiny, tin star.)
One day you’ll stand before God’s glorious throne
And He’ll say, “well done child, welcome home!”

