
I was asked by our Condo HOA to write a brief article regarding my experience from being a participant, recipient in the Kansas City 2025 Veterans Honor Flight to Washington D.C. on Sept. 17.  I think the experience for me can be summed up in one word that my daughter-in-law expressed over and over again on her audio while she was video-taping our arrival back here at the Kansas City Airport:   WOW!,  WOW!,  WOW!  

Most of the accolades here are intended/reflect directly on all the volunteers who served and took care of "us participants"!!

It appeared to me that the majority of Veterans on this flight were from the Viet Nam era of our nation’s military conflicts.  As most Americans are aware, that was a very sensitive and contentious period throughout our nation.  I knew my family supported me during those three, nine-month deployments.  And I knew how much my wife (who returned to heaven 3 Dec 2021 sacrificed during my absence.).  All of us who were under orders, within one of the branches of the military, to participate in that conflict, came “home” to a very unwelcome, and even in some cases – hostile greeting from the general-public.  We had to look hard and long in order to find something good that we could hold onto, in order to say “We did our duty and we have every right to hold our head up high.”

But now, we fast forward to what a group of caring, supportive, compassionate Kansas City citizens accomplished (over many years) in an awe-inspiring, one day event on Sep 17, 2025!   The volunteers and contributors to this annual event in Kansas City area accomplished something “unbelievable”!!  And they continue to serve the Veterans in this event year-after-year!  It isn’t possible for me to overview the details of the experience while viewing and reflecting on our visit to each of the many Monuments and Memorials around and within the Washington D.C. complex.  However, I will admit that by the time our “one day event” concluded and we started to deplane at KCI airport, what we had seen and reflected on for the entire day culminated with a welcoming committee that is not possible for me to adequately describe.  

It was unbelievable for me to imagine there would be so many people giving us hugs, kisses and “welcome home greetings”, there were bunches of flags of our great nation, a High School band, folks dressed in clothing of our nation’s Founding Fathers, etc. etc.  I had not even gotten a tenth of the way through the reception/welcoming line in the Kansas City Airport terminal before it had brought me to tears!!  I had finally received a “Welcome Home from three deployments to Viet Nam”!!  

Thank you Kansas City, and “Well done/thank you to all those Honor Flight Network of Kansas City personnel/volunteers who have continued to make these Honor Flights possible!!!  It is my understanding that they have served WW-1,  WW-2,  Korean Conflict, Viet Nam Conflict veterans and I’m sure they will continue serving other Veteran groups during future generations.  May God bless all those who have not only remembered us, but who made this touching event possible over 50 years later.  What a blessing and an uplifting Spirit of greeting we received on that “one day of reflection” when we returned to the embraces of Kansas City’s proud citizens !!! 
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