‘I could hardly believe my own eyes’
By Les Goldberg
In the days and weeks following D-Day, waves of American and allied troops would continue to storm into France, fight their way toward Nazi-occupied Germany and ultimately put an end to World War II in Europe.
Nobody anticipated the arrival of those soldiers more than the surviving prisoners in Nazi concentration camps where millions of Jews, Poles and other Hitler-designated “undesireables”  had already been killed or left to die.   And nobody could have a more vivid memory of the liberation than the GIs who were first on the scene at infamous places like Dachau, Treblenka and Auschwitz, to name a few.
One of those heroes was the late U.S. Army Pvt. Ed Royce, a former mayor and councilman from Stanton, Calif. and father of now retired Congressman Ed R. Royce of Fullerton who served as chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
A few years back, I had the honor and privilege of interviewing him at American Legion Post 555 in Midway City, Calif., across the street from where his final resting place in Westminster Cemetery.
At age 89 at the time, Royce’s memory was still vivid as he described the horrid scene more than 70 years ago.  Throughout the war, he was part of General Patton’s Third Army when it arrived at Dachau, the first Germany concentration camp on April 29, 1945.
“I could hardly believe my own eyes. I saw heaps of clothes in front of the building with “bad” – German for bath – painted on the door.  The room was filled halfway to the ceiling with naked bodies.  Another room contained the ovens where bodies were burned.   I also saw the shower heads where the deadly gas supposedly was used to kill the prisoners.   However, that is a misconception.   In actuality, the gas came out of pipes in the floor,” he said.
“There was an entire trainload – hundreds of emaciated bodies piled into boxcars  – on a nearby rail spur.   Evidently, they had starved to death on the train.   I heard that one of the prisoners was still alive.  In addition, there were hundreds more prisoners housed in the barracks who were so starved their survival was questionable.
“I remember when we captured some German prisoners, they were all lined up and ordered to snap to attention before being marched to a nearby POW cage.   Most were hungry and didn’t seem to mind being caught.   Before we arrived at the Dachau camp, American soldiers had killed all of the guards who were members of the SS,” he added.
“This was one day at one camp – and there were many such camps scattered throughout Germany and Poland.  So, when I meet people who doubt the Holocaust, I show them the photos I took that day,” said Royce.
Royce was later honored with the Simon Wiesenthal Center Distinguished Service Award at the Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles where he met one of the Dachau survivors, Morris Price, a native of Poland who also is now deceased.
Royce said Price told him that the arrival of his liberators was “a happy sight…we knew the American Army was close – we just didn’t know if we’d still be alive when they got there.”
As we concluded the interview, Congressman Royce added:
“My father has always been a reminder of the crimes against humanity that occur when free people don’t reject evil soon enough.”   He added that his father’s service and the photos he took during the war “are constant reminders to me that our great country must be vigilant in standing up to tyrants and dictators around the world.”
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