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If I were a Palestinian, then I would hate those who destroyed my homes, hospitals, and schools and slaughtered my people. 
If someone I loved had been held hostage, hurt, or killed by Hamas, then I would hate them.
If I had lost a loved one in this tragedy, then I would cry my eyes out and scream and pray that I do not go insane 
If I were a humanitarian worker, seeing my colleagues killed every week, then I would seriously consider quitting because most of the world does not seem to care
If I were a reporter and had dodged bullets and bombs to get the story, but nothing changed for the better, then I would despair 

I am not any of these people, but even so, I’ve seen many people like them in places such as the Former Republic of Yugoslavia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan
I want this tragedy to stop and all future tragedies to never start 
The people of our world stagger in a neverending cycle of “... a tooth for a tooth, and an eye for an eye …” 
For what? Until everyone is blind and toothless?
Is that who we are as a species?
I pray to the highest heavens that something changes in our species. 
I have seen tragedies like this before. 
There are few winners, maybe none, only losers, of every war.

